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Wednesday, September 10, 1997 


New Genesis: track by track 


By JOHN SAKAMOTO 
Executive Producer, Jam! Showbiz 


TORONTO -- With the release of "Calling i 
All Stations" this month, Genesis officially | 
entered the era of LWP (Life Without Phil). | 


Recently, mainstays Mike Rutherford and 
Tony Banks gathered in a Toronto hotel 
room with "the new guy", 28-year-old 
ex-Stiltskin singer Ray Wilson, to give 
Jam! the track-by-track lowdown on the 
new album. 


Here's how it went: 
1. Calling All Stations: 


“tie Ruthertord: "That was written in the first couple of days, then left it 
and didn't go near it again for some time. Musically, it's a song that doesn't 
repeat, it just does what it does. Then I sat down to write melodies and lyrics. 
There was a great moment in the studio when I came in with my first draft, 
and I can't sing at all. And it sounded awful!" 


Ray Wilson: "Mike sounded like he was lost on a desert island and needed 
help." 


\ie Rutherford: "The phrase 'calling all stations' wsa initially about 
someone who was stuck out in the Antarctic, along, with his radio fading, 
trying to get a message through, and realizing it was a lost cause. It's about 
isolation. It always fascinates me that, in this day of amazingly increased 
communication, we're getting more and more isolated." 


2. Congo: 


tony ants: "Congo started out as a composite loop thing, made up from 
one or two sources. I wrote two completely different moods on top of the 
same loop. One sort of happier stuff which sort of starts it, and the other is 
the darker stuff on the main verse and chorus. Interestingly enough, when we 
were writing the song, I said to Mike, on the darker part of the song, "We can 
get that Stiltskin guy to sing a really simple, straightforward bluesy melody 
on this, and it'll be fantastic.' So I really had him in mind even then. The lyric 


is sort of a universal concept about women and men not understanding each 
athar 
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3. Shipwrecked: 


VWitke Ruth -: "When Ray first sang 'I feel shipwrecked/I might as well 
Be hip it sounded great to me, because it's really quite low. Point of 
interest: The main riff is something Tony recorded drums and guitar, sampled 
it, and slowed it right down." 


4. Alien Afternoon: 


Sony Fans: "Another song with a science-fiction angle to it, but it's really 
groeer: song 7 about displacement, and how you feel when you know you're 
not in a place you should be. Like a Toronto hotel, 21 storeys up. And how 
you want to go home where you belong." 


5. Not About Us: 


Roy \Vilson: "Limagine Mike's got a different take than me, but I've always 
seen vit as pee we (human beings) see ourselves as being a bit too important. 
There's more than just us small, insignificant people on this Earth." 


ecocc: “Yeah, that's it. You're right." 
6. If That's What You Need: 
‘yertorcd: "A love song. It's a song that sung itself, really. 


Ray Wises: "Tt : got a good emotion to it. The boy-girl thing works really 
well Goce song." 


7. The Dividing Line: 


ike Patserfard: "Great chorus, and the nearest thing to a drum solo (by 
Beare Nir ezidicahus we've probably ever done. And of course we did 
it on an album just AFTER Phil leaves. Not intentionally. We just had a 
space there. Lyrically, I was inspired by a cartoon drawing of a street corner, 
in a sort of Mad-magazine style. One side was dangerous, the other was safe. 
It's about rich and poor and the dividing line between the two." 


8. Uncertain Weather: 


Pony enicc: "Ina sense, it's a more traditional Genesis ballad, I suppose. 
Big ee tt s just a song about how, you know how you see an old 
photograph, a brown photograph, comes out of nowhere, of a person and you 
have no clue who that person 1s. And the song's just speculation about what 
his life was like and just saying it doesn't really matter now, because he's 
gone and tough shit. The reason it's called 'Uncertain Weather' is because, 
you know those pictures, you have no idea what the weather's like when they 
were taken." 
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9. Small Talk: 


say “olson: "It's got sort of a double meaning. There's the small talk of the 
aeasi, ae small talk you hear everywhere in the music industry. It's 
riddled with people not saying what they mean and telling you what you want 
to hear. Which is what happened in Stiltskin at the beginning. Then when it 
started to go wrong, it changed quite dramatically. And that coupled with the 
relationship angle, as well." 


10. There Must Be Some Other Way: 


Fons tanks: "[really used this line, 'there must be some other way’, that Ray 
had eee during (our first songwriting) session, and constructed the 
song around it. I wrote a lyric around it, and it's all about divorce, really, and 
about what everyone goes through. I've seen friend go through this, and these 
awful moments, and you just say, 'there has to be another way of doing this.’ 
Particularly when lawyers are involved, which is what the second verse is all 
about. It's difficult to write about something like that. I tried to write about it 
in a cold way, a detached manner.” 


: Q: Was Phil Collins one of those friends you watched go through a painful 
divorce? 


bony Manis: "No, not particularly. He was obviously one of the many, I 
suppose. But I had some other friends in mind, closer to the fore. But it's 
really more a general observation." 


11. One Man's Fool: 
ony Banke: "Lyric wise, it's a song about terrorism. Everybody must have 
this Rete of how can people do it when they see the result of what they do. 
Particularly after there was a big bombing in Manchester, and the idea that 
somebody does this, and they must watch the TV and see all these people 
dead and other people terrified. And they must look at it and think, 'This 1s 
really good. I've done the right thing here.' And I just wondered, do they 
think that all the time, or is there a moment when they think, 'Oh, shit. I've 
just killed all these people. I've just ruined all those people's lives.’ I don't 
know." 


Tissiiey: July 1 15, 1997 


The new face of reborn Genesis 


By JANE STEVENSON 
Toronto Sun 
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Genesis members Mike Rutherford and 
Tony Banks were in town yesterday to 
proclaim a new era for the British band that 
has sold 90 million albums worldwide. 


Specifically, Rutherford and Banks crossed 
the Atlantic to introduce their new singer 
Ray Wilson, a 28-year-old Edinburgh 
native who was chosen from hundreds of 
vocalists to replace Phil Collins, who 
officially left the band last year after a 
quarter-century of playing together. 


There was also the business of promoting 
the new Genesis album, Calling All 
Stations, tentatively due on Sept. 2, witha 
tour to follow. Expect a November date at 
Maple Leaf Gardens. 


"Being in a band always has its pluses and minuses. It's a natural compromise 
and he's a very successful solo artist," said Rutherford, 46, of Collins' 
departure. 


"I think he just felt the time had come to not do it anymore, and it all 
happened very amicably. I think we all sensed after the last tour, he was 
finding it hard." 


Banks, a youthful-looking 47-year-old, said that breaking up Genesis was an 
option, but he and Rutherford felt they still had the goods, musically. 


"We had no reason not to want to carry on. What we decided to do is to take 
it all quite slowly. We thought, 'Well, let's try writing and see if we still feel 
it's sort of happening.’ And we had a really good session and from then on, 
we put everything in motion." 


While Wilson, who has been performing in bands for half his young life, is 
no Collins, or Peter Gabriel for that matter, he isn't daunted by the task of 
filling their formidable shoes. 


"To be honest the first audition was very intimidating, a nervewracking 
event," said Wilson, in his lovely Scottish accent. 


"I knew I could do it perfectly well, but still to face the reality of walking in 
to audition for Genesis was quite something. I think that kind of nervous 
energy actually helped me in the audition rather than hindered. I think when 
you're confident in what you do -- in my case it's singing -- then a bit of 
nervous energy is a good thing." 


While there were a few "names" among those considered to replace Collins, 
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Wilson was ultimately chosen from four finalists because of his pipes. 


"We wanted to get back to perhaps slightly more drama than we'd had in 
recent years, a bit more weight," said Banks. 


For his part, Wilson -- who grew up listening to Genesis although he claims 
"they weren't my No. | band" -- had never seen the band in concert. 


"I thought, 'Well, go and see what the guys are like. See how I fit in." It 
worked really well. It kind of felt right as soon as I started learning the songs. 
I could hear why I was being thought about because there were certain 
moments in old Genesis tracks that really sounded quite special." 


Friday, June 6, 1997 
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Genesis names new singer 


Executive producer, Jam! Showbiz 


After months of official dithering, band management has finally confirmed 
what online users have known since last fall: 


Genesis has hired a new singer to replace ex-frontman Phil Collins, and his 
name is Ray Wilson. 


Ray who? 
The Scottish-born Wilson is best known for being the voice of Stiltskin, a 


band that scored a No. 1 hit in the U.K. with the Nirvana-ish single, "'nsicc' 
(255K). 


The song took off in England in early 1994 after being used on TV for a 


Levis commercial. After being rushed out in April of that year, it immediately 
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landed in the top 5, before quickly rising to No. 1. 


"We listened to hundreds of tapes, but Ray's voice really stood out," Genesis 
keyboardist Tony oe dante in an Niles statement released by the group 
and available on their sc. 7 te. "It had a quality that really 
moved me. His voice is thicker and fae back t more to the earlier Genesis." 


Adds guitarist Mike Rutherford: "When we met Ray, he seemed totally 
confident in his ability, which is essential when you take on a role like this." 


As well as handling lead vocals on all 11 songs on the upcoming Genesis 
album, Calling All Stations, the 28-year-old Wilson also contributed lyrics to 
some of the material. That represents a step up from Wilson's tenure with 
Stiltskin, where Wilson had no writing involvement. (All of the songs on 
Stiltskin's The Mind's Eye album were credited to guitarist Peter Lawlor.) 


However, Wilson did do some writing with his previous band, Guaranteed 
Pure, which he formed with his brother Steve in 1992. The results were 
eccentric, to say the least. For example, "Swing Your Bag" -- which appeared 
on a 1993 compilation put together by ex-Marillion frontman Fish, and titled 
Outpatients -- is a jazzy number that bears absolutely no resemblance to 
either Stiltskin or Genesis. (You can hear a short clip of the tune by clicking 
here (318B).) 


Prior to Guaranteed Pure, Wilson worked in another short-lived band called 
The End. 


The sole constant among Wilson's output is his chameleon-like vocal 
quality. He seems capable of changing the sound of his voice to fit any 
situation. You can hear further proof by going to the 3 
where the band is offering preview clips from Calling All Stations, « even 
though the album isn't scheduled to be in stores in Canada until Sept. 2. 


On both Congo and the album's title track, Wilson bears at least a passing 
resemblance to original Genesis vocalist, Peter Gabriel. 


es a Bees track list for Calling All Stations, check out «) 
415 Site.) 


The new lineup of the band has already booked concert dates in the U.K. for 
Jan. 27-Feb. 27, where they are playing arenas. 
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